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Athol  House., 
Downham. 

27  th  February , 1920. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  24th 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  and  of  the  work  done  in 
the  District  during  the  past  year, 

The  many  new  regulations  and  alterations  rendered  necessary 
by  the  War,  and  the  multiplicity  of  duties  make  the  work  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  so  difficult  that  it  cannot  be  long  before 
be  must  be  in  a position  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  his 
Sanitary  duties. 

In  attempting  tc  carry  out  the  duties  of  a large  District  such 
as  this,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  undertake  any  of  the  more 
recent  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  District, 
such  for  example  as  taking  up  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme. 

Your  Sanitary  staff  consists  only  of  myself  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Changes  in  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  together 
with  some  long  periods  without  any  assistance  at  all  have  made 
my  duties  singlehanded  more  onerous.  However  since  the  return 
of  your  Inspector  Captain  S.  C.  Rigg,  in  February  last  year  the 
Sanitary  administration  is  being  gradually  improved  and  arrears 
of  work  are  being  completed. 

I must  also  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  how  greatly  I 
value  his  help,  and  how  thoroughly  he  is  interesting  himself  in 
his  work. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  invariably  good. 
The  epidemic  of  Influenza  of  the  previous  year  had  only  a slight 
recrudescence  early  in  the  year,  and  there  have  been  no  serious 
outbreaks  of  diseases. 
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Some  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  sites  for  the  Housing  scheme.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  requirements  are  as  great  as  in  other  Rural  Districts 
but  it  is  a question  perhaps  of  better  houses  rather  than  more.  If 
old  houses  could  be  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  need  for  new 
houses  would  not  be  so  acute.  The  scarcity  of  houses  has  been 
accentuated  by  people  coming  to  reside  in  the  District  temporarily 
or  permanently. 

The  condition  of  many  houses  bad  before  the  War,  are  now 
much  more  so.  Your  Inspector  has  given  more  attention  to  those 
houses  which  were  reported  upon  before  the  war,  and  to  which 
nothing  has  been  done  during  his  absence.  Owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  getting  work  done  it  has  been  necessary  to  allow  many  cases  of 
insanitary  property  to  stand  over. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  FREDK.  CROSS,  m b.,  b.s., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Physical  Features. 

The  Downham  Rural  District  is  situated  in  South  West 
Norfolk  and  comprises  an  area  of  81,930  acres.  There  are  34 
parishes  which  are  divided  into  three  Sub-Districts,  viz  : Downham, 
Wiggenhall  and  Fincham. 

The  Districts  might  be  divided  into  two  portions  which 
have  marked  characteristics  differing  as  regards  natural  physical 
features,  structure  of  houses  and  water  supply.  The  River  Ouse 
divides  the  District  into  two  parts.  On  the  East  there  is  a gentle 
rising  slope  with  a subsoil  of  gravel  and  chalk.  This  part  may 
be  called  the  upland  and  is  well  wooded,  and  the  soil  is  in  most 
places  fairly  productive,  and  the  ordinary  agricultural  work  forms 
the  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants.  To  the  West  is  the 
edge  of  the  great  Fen  District  with  a subsoil  of  dark  blue  stiff 
clay  and  called  the  lowland  portion.  The  land  is  well  drained 
and  very  productive.  There  are  a great  number  of  small  holdings. 
Market  gardening  and  potato  growing  give  employment  to  many. 

Adjacent  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  District  extensive 
Oil  works  are  being  erected.  A large  area  in  the  District  is  said 
to  contain  an  oil  bearing  strata  and  in  all  probability  the  boring 
will  be  extended  to  this  District,  and  there  will  be  great  changes 
as  regards  population,  and  then  the  housing  question  will  be 
greatly  affected. 


3 


There  are  no  factories  in  the  District  or  any  trades  particularly 
injurious  to  the  health. 

The  following  information  has  been  given  me  by  the 
relieving  Officers  for  the  Downham  Union  (including  the  Urban 
area.) 

The  amount  of  outdoor  relief  during  1919  was  £1876  8s  5d. 

The  number  of  medical  orders  given  was  36. 

Number  of  persons  transferred  to  Hospital  was  4. 

The  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Wiggenhall  District  states — 

“ There  was  not  much  medical  relief  given,  only  about  an 
average  of  3 or  4 cases  weekly.” 


Number  of  births  ... 

...  294 

Successful  vaccinations  ... 

...  99 

Exemptions... 

...  161 

Postponement,  removals,  and  deaths 

14 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  District  according  to  the  census  of 
1911  was  15,527.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  estimate  the 
population  for  the  past  year.  The  increase  of  Births  over  Deaths 
during  this  period  is  859  In  1918  the  population  was  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  as  13,877.  Now  that  more  normal 
times  are  present  and  judging  from  the  fact  that  there  are  few 
unoccupied  houses  the  population  cannot  be  far  short  of  14,500. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. 

A large  part  of  the  District  is  now  supplied  with  an  excellent 
and  constant  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Wisbech 
Water  Works  Company.  The  water  comes  from  the  Chalk 
Springs  at  Marham,  a Village  in  the  Eastern  part  of  this  District. 

There  are  other  parts  of  the  District  dependent  upon  shallow 
Wells,  and  tanks  which  require  a better  supply  and  the  Marham 
water  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  greater  part  of  the  District. 

During  the  past  year  negotiations,  still  in  progress,  were 
entered  into  with  the  Wisbech  Water  Works  Co.  to  supply  the 
village  of  Crimplesham.  The  water  main  runs  quite  close  to 
the  village  Negotiations  also  were  made  to  extend  the  main 
a short  distance  from  Barroway  Drove  down  Lady  Drove. 
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In  September  I prepared  the  following  report  on  the  water 
supply  of  the  Village  of  Southery. 


Athol  House, 

Downham  Market, 
September  12th,  1919 . 


Report  on  the  Water  Supply  of  Southery . 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Downham  Rural  District 
Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Southery  is  a Village  and  Parish  six  miles  south  from 
Downham  Market.  Area  3,808  acres  the  greater  portion  of 
which  is  Fenland.  The  River  Ouse  runs  through  the  Parish, 
but  it  does  not  touch  the  Village.  The  Village  itself  is  situated 
on  the  slope  of  a hill  which  is  practically  an  island  in  the 
Pen  Basin. 


In  1911  the  population  was  1,147  and  the  estimated  present 


population  is  1,120.  There 
12  houses  have  been 
2 
2 
4 
2 
3 

6 new  houses  have 


were  286  houses.  Since  then  : — 
demolished  by  the  floods, 
closed  through  flooding, 
destroyed  by  fire, 
demolished, 
permanently  closed, 
converted  into  two. 
been  erected. 


Water  Supply . 

The  inhabitants  obtain  their  water  either  from  Surface  Wells 
or  from  rain  water  collected  from  the  roofs  and  stored  in  tanks. 
A few  obtain  their  water  from  the  river  Ouse.  This  water  is 
drawn  through  a filter. 

In  1911  there  were  108  houses  with  no  supply  on  the 
premises.  Since  the  services  of  notices  provision  has  been 
made  to  57  houses. 

Twenty  houses  were  supplied  from  the  Parish  pump  at  Little 
London  leaving  31  where  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  comply 
with  the  notices.  The  occupiers  in  these  cases  obtain  their  water 
from  neighbouring  wells. 
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Well  Water . 

Samples  taken  from  various  wells  all  show  a certain 
pollution  and  cannot  be  considered  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 
One  Well  (at  Flint  House)  has  always  been  considered  the  best 
in  the  Village.  I recently  submitted  a sample  of  this  water 
from  this  Well  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  who  report — 


Analysis.  Parts  per  Grains 

100,000  PER  GALLON. 

Total  solids  (dried  at  120  C.  ...  81 '20  56-84 

Combined  Chlorine  ...  ...  8-20  5 74 

Equivalent  to  Na.  C.  1 ...  13-53  9-47 

Nitric  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  3-00  2-70 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  ...  ...  Nil  Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  0-0014  0-0014 

Albumenoid  Nitrogen  ...  ...  0-0400  0'0280 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27  C 0-280  0-196 

Temporary  hardness 

Equivalent  to  (Ca  Co)  ...  14-2  10‘0 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ...  23-8  16‘7 

Total  hardness  ...  ...  ...  38-0  26'7 


This  is  grossly  polluted  water — quite  uufit  for  drinking 
purposes. 

In  this  case  there  are  no  visible  signs  of  pollution.  The 
analysis  of  this  sample  may  apply  to  other  Wells. 

Tank  Water . 

In  the  majority  of  cases  water  from  this  source  is  stored  in 
200  gallon  cisterns.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roofs  of  the 
houses  the  water  becomes  foul,  and  in  dry  seasons  soon  becomes 
exhausted. 

River  Water . 

The  river  water  cannot  be  considered  safe  for  drinking 
purposes  unless  it  was  efficiently  treated.  The  present  filter  is 
not  satisfactory  as  it  does  not  remove  Bacteria. 

Conclusions. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Village  requires  a better  supply  of 
water.  In  considering  a water  supply  for  the  Parish,  not  more 
than  200  houses  will  be  accessible  and  this  might  be  obtained  : — 

(a)  From  the  River  Ouse  by  filtration  and  proper  treatment 
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(b)  By  sinking  a Well  at  the  top  of  the  Village.  It  is 
possible  that  good  water  might  be  found  in  the  gravel,  or 
lower  in  the  Oolite.  But  the  cost  of  both  of  these  under- 
taking would  probably  be  prohibitive. 

(c)  By  obtaining  a supply  outside  the  Villiage.  This  would 
be  far  the  most  practical  method. 

As  you  are  aware  the  Marham  water  which  comes  from  the 
Eastern  part  of  your  District  is  carried  through  Downham  by 
the  main  of  the  Wisbech  Water  Works  Co.  This  Company  has 
been  approached  with  the  view  of  extending  this  main  from 
Downham  to  Southery  a distance  of  from  6 to  7 miles.  The 
route  would  lay  through  the  villages  [of  Denver,  Fordham, 
Hilgay,  and  an  extension  could  be  made  to  the  Ten  Mile  Bank 
where  a better  supply  is  needed. 

The  cost  of  the  undertaking  would  be  lessened  by  the 
water  heing  used  by  these  villages  en  route.  Unfortunately  the 
Wisbech  Water  Works  Co.  state  that  they  are  unable  to  under- 
take the  work. 

The  difficulties  arising  ought  not  to  be  insurmountable  and 
I would  recommend  your  Council  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Ministry  of  health. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  FREDK.  CROSS. 


Rivers. 

For  many  years  I have  reported  on  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  River  Ouse.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
extensive  dredging  operations  were  commenced.  If  this  is  con 
tinued  it  will  effect  a great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
river  especially  as  regards  the  accumulation  of  weeds  etc. 

Prevalence  & Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

Several  Diseases  have  recently  been  added  to  the  list  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  During  the  past  year  the  District 
has  been  fairly  free  and  there  have  been  no  serious  outbreaks. 

A supply  of  antitoxin  for  cases  of  Diphtheria  is  available  for 
any  Medical  Practitioner,  who  can  also  send  material  to  the 
Clinical  Research  Association.  There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in 
the  District  So  far  it  has  been  possible  to  prevent  any  epidemic 
from  making  any  serious  ravages. 
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Scarlet  Fever . 

Eighteen  cases  were  notified.  Most  of  these  were  of  mild 
type,  and  were  distributed  through  out  the  District. 

Diphtheria , 

Six  cases  were  notified.  One  case  at  Wimbotsham  was 
imported,  the  family  having  come  to  stay  in  the  village,  another 
child  having  recently  been  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital 
suffering  from  diphtheria.  The  other  cases  call  for  no  comment, 
save  that  in  three  cases  antitoxin  was  used  with  great  success. 

Malaria. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified.  All  were  visited.  Mosquito 
nets  were  not  provided,  your  Council  not  deeming  it  necessary 
to  do  so. 

Trench  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  and  removed  to  the  Hospital  at  King’s 
Lynn.  The  case  proved  fatal. 

Measles  and  German  Measles. 

Thirty  cases  were  notified,  but  as  only  one  case  in  each  house 
is  required  to  be  notified  this  does  not  represent  the  actual  number 
of  cases. 

The  compulsory  notification  of  Measles  is  now  withdrawn. 
Your  Council  have  the  power  to  adopt  the  notification  but  it  hardly 
seems  necessary  to  do  so  in  this  district  considering  the  possibility 
of  doing  so  little  good. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Only  one  case  was  brought  to  my  knowledge  and  treatment 
was  offered  and  the  patient  advised  to  go  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital. 

Influenza  <&  Pneumonia. 

Three  cases  were  notified  of  which  two  died. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  marked  increase  of  this 
disease.  14  cases  in  all  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Four  cases  died. 

Three  received  Sanitarium  treatment. 
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The  other  cases  are  living  under  satisfactory  conditions, 
One  case  was  notified  by  the  School  Inspector.  Two  cases  are 
receiving  Domiciliary  Treatment.  Two  cases  have  shelters 
provided  and  also  Domiciliary  Treatment. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs, 
and  one  death  from  Tubercular  Meningitis. 

Nine  specimens  of  sputum  were  sent  for  examination. 

Two  swabs 

One  sample  of  water  for  analysis. 


Vital  Statistics . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  was  1G3. 
To  this  number  must  be  added  10  dying  in  the  Union  Workhouse 
and  11  elsewhere  making  a total  of  185  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  247,  of  which 
number  13  L were  males  and  116  females.  There  were  29  illegiti- 
mate Births. 

Infantile  Mortality . 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  25. 


Housing. 


(1)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district. 

1.  Number  of  houses  occupied. 


Parish. 

No.  of  houses 

No.  for  the 
Working  Classes. 

Barton  fiendish 

90 

76 

Bexwell 

15 

10 

Boughton 

53 

42 

Crimplesham 

56 

44 

Denver 

172 

159 

Dereham  West 

118 

89 

Downham  West 

106 

61 

Fincham 

161 

138 

Fordham 

40 

33 

Hilgay 

£75 

369 

Holme 

48 

38 

11  arh  am 

160 

122 

Roxham 

10 

n 

Runcton  South 

34 

29 

9 


Ryston 

Shouldham 

Shouldham  Thorpe 

Southery 

Stoke  Ferry 

Stow  Bardolph 

Stradsett 

Tottenhill 

Wallington 

Watlington 

Welney 

Welney  West 

Wereham 

Wiggenhall  St.  Germans 

,,  St.  Mary  Magdalen 

,,  St  Mary  the  Virgin 

„ St.  Peter 

Wimbotsham 
Wormegay 
Wretton 

Total 


9 

9 

125 

91 

53 

43 

246 

182 

156 

108 

296 

230 

28 

21 

77 

56 

12 

9 

142 

96 

92 

74 

116 

92 

126 

79 

139 

87 

184 

131 

71 

50 

49 

36 

135 

116 

88 

69 

86 

65 

3675 

2857 

New  houses  for  the  working  classes  erected  during  the  year  Nil 

In  course  of  erection  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

2.  Population  14250.  No  important  changes  to  report. 

3.  (a)  Shortage  of  houses  due  to  smallness  of  and  unsuitability  of  many 
existing  houses. 

(b)  Proposals  are  afoot  to  erect  470  houses. 


II.  Overcrowding. 

1.  Less  than  2%  of  the  houses  are  actually  overcrowded  i.e.  with  less 
than  300  cubic  feet  of  free  air  space  per  head  for  sleeping.  Less  than  5%  of 
the  houses  have  more  than  two  occupants  per  bedroom. 

2.  Smallness  of  bedrooms  in  this  percentage.  There  are  very  few  cases 
where  two  or  more  families  are  occuping  houses  intended  originally  for  only 
one  family,  not  more  than  10  cases  are  known  throughout  the  district. 

3.  Notices  are  served  in  all  cases,  some  will  not  be  remedied  until  the 
proposed  new  houses  are  ready  for  occupation. 


Overcrowding  abated  during  the  year. 
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III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

1.  (a)  Approximately  120  houses  are  not  and  cannot  be  made  fit  for 
habitation. 

Approximately  190  houses  are  at  present  unfit  but  may  be  rendered 
fit  by  structural  improvement. 

(b)  Defects  found  in  unfit  houses,  dampness  of  floors  and  walls, 
cramped  rooms,  want  of  ground  for  disposal  of  refuse  etc.  and 
general  structural  defects, 

2.  Notices  served  regarding  unfit  bouses  under 

(a)  Public  health  Acts  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21 

(b)  Housing  Acts  . . ; . . . . . . . . 43 

3.  Earlier  in  the  year  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  builders  to  secure 
supplies  of  bricks,  cement,  timber,  fittings,  etc.,  this  crisis  is  practically  over 
now,  but  there  remains  the  labour  question,  there  is  a very  .serious  shortage  of 
skilled  labour  which  unfortunately  shows  little  sign  of  improvement. 

Suggestions.  There  are  approximately  20  good  cottages  held  up  by  either 
the  landlord  or  tenant  and  kept  unoccupied  for  unreasonably  long 
periods,  amounting  to  years  in  some  cases,  there  is  an  urgent  need  of 
legislation  to  compel  an  owner,  or  agent  to  let  an  unoccupied  cottage 
on  demand. 


4. 


Measures  taken  as  regards  water  supply  etc. 


Twenty-nine  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1873,  the  following  improvements  have  been  made. 


Well  lining  raised  and  new  cover  fixed 
Underground  Cisterns  repaired 
Rain  water  tanks  provided 
Houses  connected  to  water  main  . . 


1 

2 

17 

7 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  public  sewers  at  Shouldham  and  Stoke  Ferry  have  been  cleaned  out. 

House  drains  examined  ..  ..  ..  129 

,,  ,,  found  defective  ..  ..  18 

,,  ,,  remedied  ..  ..  ..  14 

Material  used.  274  feet  of  4 inch  Glazed  Pipe. 

17  Earthenware  Trapped  Gullies 
6 Sinks  disconnected  from  drains 
4 Cesspools  constructed 
3 Yards  paved 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Privies  converted  into  Water  Closets  ..  ..  3 

New  Privies  erected  . . . . . . • • 13 

Privies  repaired  . , . . . . . . 29 

Refuse. 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . • • 7 


Scavenging. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  at  Downham  West,  Fincham  and  Hilgay 
changes  in  the  contractors  have  been  made  at  the  two  latter. 
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IV.  Unhealthy  Areas 

Y.  Bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings  are  in  force. 

1.  No  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year. 

2.  No  call  for  new  Bye-laws. 


Genera / and  Miscellaneous. 


Notices  Served. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875  ..  ..  122 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878  ..  ..  29 

Housing  Acts,  1909-1919  ..  ..  121 

Verbal  ..  ..  ..  ..  27 

Letter  (Copy)  ..  ...  ..  139 

Statutory  . . . . . . . . 14 

Result. 

Notices  complied  with  ..  ..  ..  181 

Outstanding  31st  December,  1919  ..  135 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

Boats  inspected  ..  ..  ..  6 


Petroleum  Acts. 

Number  of  Petrol  Stores 
,,  Caibide  Stores 

Inspections  made 
Licences  renewed 
New  Licences  granted  . . 

Knackers  Act. 

Licences  issued  ..  ..  ..  2 

,,  refused  ..  ..  ..  1 

Inspections  of  premises  ..  ..  18 


6 

28 

41 

32 

2 


Improvements  to  Dwelling  Houses. 

One  house  has  been  converted  into  two  dwellings,  containing  two,  and 
three  bedrooms  respectively.  Additional  bedrooms  have  been  built  on  to  2 
houses.  Bedrooms  have  been  enlarged  at  2 houses. 


Structural  improvements  to  dwelling-houses  . . 18 

New  Hoofs  ..  *•  ..  ..  1 

Roofs  repaired  ..  ..  ..  20 

Houses  Spouted  . . . . . . 10 

Spouts  refixed  . . . . . . 5 

New  Ceilings  fixed  ..  ..  ..  6 

Ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  ..  10 

New  Floors  laid  ..  ..  ..  37 

Floors  relaid  . . . . . . . . 5 

Floor  spaces  ventilated  ..  ..  1 

New  Window  Frames  fixed  ..  ..  79 

Fixed  Frames  made  to  open  ..  ..  ]2 

Step  ladders  abolished  . . . . . . 3 
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Staircases  fixed 

• • 

6 

Pantries  provided 

10 

Pantries  ventilated 

16 

Food  Safes  provided 

3 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

16 

Houses  demolished 

7 

Houses  uninhabitable 

12 

New  houses  erected 

none 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  24  names  on  the  Register,  five  having  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Milk  is  sent  away  from  10  Dairies,  the  remainder  sell  it  locally. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ..  ..  31 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  the  Register 
,,  of  inspection  made 

,,  ,,  carcases  examined 


Factory  and  Workshop 

Acts. 

Factories. 

Brewery 

1 

Woodsawyer 

1 

Flour  and  Corn  Millers 

12 

Total  ... 

24 

26 

73 

115 


Workshops. 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  25 

Carpenters  and  Builders  ....  ...  28 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dressmakers  •••  ...  ...  4 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  6 

Saddlers...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  ..  28 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  156 


Number  of  Inspections. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  64 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  71 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  remedied  ...  ...  3 

Notices  to  cleanse  (complied  with)  ...  7 
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YII.  Appendices 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  com- 


plaints were  made. 

(a)  By  Householders  ...  ...  32 

(b)  By  Parish  Councils  ...  ...  7 

2.  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  327 

(b)  Number  considered  unfit  ...  47 

(c)  Remedied  without  Closing  Orders  12 

3.  Action  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act. 

(&)  Number  of  Orders  issued  ...  32 

(b)  Repairs  carried  out  by  local  authority  1 


(c)  Five  house  at  Welney  now  unoccupied  have  become 
uninhabitable  and  are  beyond  repair.  Two  houses  at 
St.  German’s  are  uninhabitable  but  admit  of  repair, 
the  owner  has  promised  to  render  them  habitable. 

At  Sedge  Fen  Drove,  Southery,  previous  to  the  floods  of 
3rd  January,  1915,  and  the  4th  March,  1916,  there 
were  15  houses,  14  of  which  were  occupied. 

In  consequence  of  the  floods  7 houses  were  totally 
demolished,  5 partially,  three  of  these  latter  are 
repairable.  The  three  houses  which  stood  the  floods 


are  occupied. 

4.  Closing  orders. 

(a)  Representations  made.  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Closing  orders  made  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Closing  orders  determined  ...  Nil 

5.  Demolished  orders.  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Houses  demolished  voluntarily  ...  Nil 

7.  Obstructive  buildings  ...  ...  Nil 


8.  Staff.  There  is  one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residences 

occuring  in  the  District. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All  ages 

Under  1 year 

i 

j 1 & under  2 

2 and  under 

5 years 

5 and  under 
15  years 

15  and  under 

25  years 

25  and  under 

45  years 

45  and  under 

65  years 

65  years  and 

over 

Measles  • ••  •••  ••• 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . • 

• . • 

it* 

• • . 

• • • 

Influenza  ...  •••  ••• 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• * • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

7 

...  | 

• * * 

• * * 

• • • 

5 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ... 

1 

. . . i 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• # • 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

24 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

15 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

22 

1 

... 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

18 

Bronchitis 

20 

6 

• * # 

... 

... 

• • • 

2 

3 

9 

Pneumonia 

14 

4 

2 

• * * 

2 

• • • 

1 

4 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

• t • 

• • • 

• • • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease  ... 

5 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

Oongential  Debility  anc 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

12 

12 

• • • 

• • • 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  ... 

8 

1 

I 2 

I 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

... 

1 ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

Other  defined  Disease  .. 

45 

• • * 

! i 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

28 

Totals 

16: 

25 

7 

1 

3 

6 

8 

28 

85 

Net  Births  in  the  246.  Legitimate  217. 

Illegitmate  29. 


